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LETTBES OF THOMAS JEFFEESON TO CHAELES 
WILLSON PEALE, 1796-1825. 

BY HORACE W. SELLERS. 

(Continued from page 154.) 

Monticello, April 5th, 1805. 
Dear Sir: — 

Your 8 vo. Polygraph arrived at Washington just in 
time for me to bring it on here, where I have used it and 
still use it constantly. Although the machinery will re- 
quire your rectification to make it quite a good one, yet it 
is sufficient to show that the reduction of size is not only 
practicable, but useful in proportion to its reduction, for 
those who travel. I have therefore bestowed some atten- 
tion on it, and being here amidst my workmen, I have had 
a model made, by which it appears that for the sized paper 
on which I now write (5 by 8 in.) the horizontal rhomboids 
will work perfectly, and shut up within the internal dimen- 
sions of 11 by 7 in. & if half inch stuff be sufficient the ex- 
ternal dimensions will be 12 by 8. The one I now write 
with is near 15 by 11 in. I cannot say how the vertical 
machinery may answer, but I see no difficulty in shorten- 
ing the sides of the rhomboids there. I shall carry both 
this Polygraph and my model to Washington, & forward 
them thence to you by the stage ; praying you instead of 
the one returned, to make me one as near to my own 
model as you can. 

The former desk polygraph which you made for my use 
at this place I shall send hence by water to Philadelphia, 
according to your request, to have the machinery reformed 
to the new manner. As one is wanting for the office of 
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the President's Secretary I think to appropriate this to that 
purpose, and will direct Mr. Claxton who has the pur- 
chasing of furniture for the President's house, to pay for it. 
Of course the payment I made for it some time ago may be 
considered as the price of the new portable one I now 
desire for my own private use. 
Accept my friendly salutations. 

Thomas Jefferson. 



Monticello, April 9th, 1805. 
Dear Sir : — 

My letter of the 5th had been written but not sent off 
when I received yours of March 30th with the new penbar. 
This finds me so near my departure for Washington that 
all is now hurry. I have not time therefore to change the 
penbars for trying the Diagonal writing, & I should not be 
without fear of deranging the machine, & losing the use of 
it while I yet stay and while I have much to write. I have 
no doubt however from what I see as well as from your in- 
formation that the medium sized polygraph (such as I now 
write with) may be made to write on either 4to or 8 vo. 
paper, but while one is at their stationary post, the large 
size is most convenient, & for traveling the minimum is all 
important. I adhere therefore to the model I shall forward 
you for my traveling Polygraph. I find no inconvenience 
in using the 8 vo. paper in ordinary, and if one has to write 
to a punctilious correspondent, who might consider his dig- 
nity implicated in the size of the paper on which he is ad- 
dressed, one may write on 8 vo. paper on a 4to sheet as I 
do now, which leaves a good margin for dignity. The desk- 
polygraph shall be sent by water. The one I now write on, 
with my model I will carry on to "Washington & forward 
thence by the stage. The new penbar shall be returned 
with the one or the other as I find it pack best. Accept 
my friendly salutations. 

Thomas Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 
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Washington, April 20th, 1805. 
Dear Sir: — 

According to my letter of the 5th from Monticello, I 
sent the desk-polygraph by water via Richmond, addressed 
to you; & brought with me your 8 vo. one, & my model 
which are now sent to the stage office to be forwarded. In 
making one for me according to my model, I leave to your- 
self entirely the thickness of the stuff, so that whatever that 
is more than half an inch, will be added to the dimensions : 
and so indeed is everything else about it left to you, because 
my model is but theory and you have to decide on the prac- 
ticability. As it is intended to be carried backward and 
forward on my journeys to and from Monticello, every half 
inch of unnecessary size is sensible in stowing it away. On 
remounting the Desk Polygraph, I would not wish the ver- 
tical Rhomboids to be lowered, & consequently shortened 
in order to pass under the cover ; because that shortening 
contracts the sphere of its action, & I would rather use it 
without a cover, or make the whole front of the cover open 
back, if necessary. It might seem as well that I should 
take at once the one you remounted here for Mr. Beckley, 
but the drawers etc. of that are not as convenient, and the 
openwise cover, which I have, was made to fit that forwarded 
to you, and does not fit this one. I have suspended seek- 
ing an opportunity of sending Volney's Polygraph in ex- 
pectation of your going. Should that be uncertain or at a 
distance be so good as to inform me and I will seek some 
other opportunity. Accept my friendly salutations. 

Thomas Jefferson. 

0. W. Peale, Esq. 

Washington, April 27th, 1805. 
Dear Sir: — 

Your favor of the 23rd is received. I think the improve- 
ment by your son of lengthening the pen-bar to the left is 
an excellent one. By lessening the breadth of the rhom- 
boids or parallels it lessens the projection of their corners 
when folded up, and of course permits a shortening of the 
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polygraph from east to west. I think it will enable you 
to reduce that dimension to 16 in. in the clear (being the 
double breadth of letter paper) and 10 in. from north to 
south in the clear, and such a reduction is really important 
even for those not meant to be carried about. The one I am 
writing with, though a most excellent one, is inconvenient 
from its occupying so great a space on a table, to wit 22 by 32 
in., when by the new improvement 17-1/2 by 24-1/2 would 
do, which is but 2/3 of the area. I think you will find on trial 
tbat 2 vertical rhomboids of 5 in. each will command the 
whole page in my model, and shut up within the space be- 
cause the gallows a.b. being 8 in. in the clear, and the paper 
board a.c. the same, the line B.c. is but 8-3/4 in. and requires 
2 rhomboids of 5 in. only, which will certainly shut up on 
the north board a.d. because 3 five inch rhomboids do that 
in the model. I think therefore that 5 in. rhomboids will 
command the whole of the south board, & shut up on the 
north one, but still this is theory, while you will be con- 
trolled by the law of practice. I have, since my return, 
thoroughly tried the desk polygraph you left here ; it does 
not at all command the page. I do not wonder at Mr. 
Beckley's returning it, & think it would not be for your in- 
terest to sell it till you have had it in your own hands. I 
will therefore have a box made for it, & will forward it to 
you by water with the box of minerals. The Polygraph for 
Mr. Volney must be reserved for some vessel bound to 
Havre, that it may get to Paris by water. Accept affection- 
ate salutations. 

Thomas Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

Washington, May 5th, 1805. 
Dear Sir : — 

By Captain Hand who sailed four days ago I sent the 
desk polygraph you left here, and the box of minerals 
freight paid here. In the former box is a book for Mr. 
Vaughan. With the minerals was a list of those furnished 
by Mr. King, but there were some sent me by Captain Lewis 
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which you will find described in the inclosed list from him. 
The more I reflect on the improvement of your son by pro- 
jecting the pen-bar of the Polygraph to the left, the more I 
perceive its value in reducing the breadth of the rhomboids 
so that they will shut up in a box of exactly double the size 
of the paper you mean to write on, and I hope to hear soon 
that you find from experience that this important reduction 
of size may be made ; for after all, experience must decide. 
A favorable opportunity occurred yesterday of convincing 
Mr. Smith, Secretary of the Navy, of the utility of your 
Polygraph. He determined immediately to write to you 
for one for his private use while at Baltimore. Accept my 
friendly salutations & best wishes. 

Thomas Jefferson. 

C. W. Peale, Esq. 

Washington, June 9th, 1805. 
Dear Sir : — 

The 8 vo. Polygraph arrived in good condition, and gives 
me entire satisfaction. Your son's improvement of throw- 
ing the pen to the left gives me the command of the 4to page, 
as you see by this letter written with the 8vo. machine, and 
when I have written down the page as far as it commands, 
by taking a reef in the top, that is, by giving the letter the 
first fold it is to have when folded up, it brings up the bot- 
tom of the letter within the command of the pens. The desk 
Polygraph from Monticello was delayed by tbe way by an 
accident. It went from Richmond sometime ago so that 
you have received it before now. Pray call on Mr. Clax- 
ton for payment while in Philadelphia, which he is in- 
structed to answer. Send it by water if you please. 

Having determined never while in ofiice to accept presents 
beyond a book or things of mere trifling value, I am some- 
times placed in an embarrassing dilemma by persons whom 
a rejection would offend. In these cases I resort to counter 
presents. Your polygraph, from its rarity & utility offers 
a handsome instrument of retribution to certain characters. 
I have now such a case on hand, and must therefore ask 
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you to make me one immediately of the box (not desk) 
form but not larger than the desk ones you made for me, 
as they gave full command of the 4to page, and all beyond 
that is useless. Let it be of fine wood and completely fin- 
ished and furnished, and send it by the stage if you think it 
may come safely by that. 

I omitted to observe above that the taking a reef in the 
paper is less troublesome than the diagonal process. — The 
next is the line after which it becomes necessary, conse- 
quently it is necessary only when your letter extends to this 
part of the page. Accept friendly salutations. 

Thomas Jefferson. 

P.S. As long as the port of Havre is blockaded I shall 
not send Volney's Polygraph, unless by a Government ves- 
sel, and as this is the place from which they go, I will ask 
the favor of you to forward it there by water with the desk 
polygraph. 

A leaf of what "Wedgewood calls duplicate paper. I 
know not why, as it is that to which the Style or Tracer is 
immediately applied. It appears to be slightly touched with 
oil or wax, being transparent thin, & a little yellowish. 
This is the copy retained and is so peculiar that it must be 
obtained from the author. It is said to become unfit for use 
if much exposed to air. 

A leaf of carbonated paper blacked on both sides, as pol- 
ished & fine in its appearance as satin. It is directed to be 
kept from the air when not in use, to be handled delicately, 
& probably soon wears out, either by the constant pressure 
of the style, or exhaustion of the coloring matter. There 
come about 10 or 12 leaves of this with the apparatus. 

A sheet of letter paper, being the missive or that which 
is to be sent. The directions say this should not be hot- 
pressed nor highly sized ; but I find the hot-press paper 
bought here answers as well as the proper paper sent with 
the Stylograph. 

The tablet being a plate of metal highly polished and 
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varnished black. Its use is to give firm resistance to the 
pressure of the style. 

Washington, June 19th, 1805. 
Dear Sir: — 

Your favors of the 13th & 15th are received. If I rightly 
understand them, you have in hand one Polygraph 17-5/8 in. 
by 11-5/8 in. and another of 16 by 11, both of which will 
write to the bottom of a 4 to. sheet. The larger one is that 
which will suit best as a present for my friend, and there- 
fore I will ask you to send on that. 

The smaller one of 16 by 11 I observe is only 1-3/8 longer 
than my 8 vo. one & of the same width, for mine is 14-5/8 by 
11. Its writing to the bottom of a 4to page is an ample 
compensation for the 1-3/8 in. additional length, because the 
taking a reef in the sheet & having to replace the paper as 
must be done with mine in writing a quarto page, gives 
some trouble. If I had not been so humored by you 
already as to be ashamed, I should propose the receiving 
that in exchange for my small one, and paying any differ- 
ence which might compensate the trouble. I placed a 
standing order at the stage office which they promised to ob- 
serve, to charge to me the stage-portage, going and coming, 
on all these machines, which I hope they do, but which, as 
they choose to bring in their bill but once a quarter may 
sometimes be unattended to by them, & escape my knowl- 
edge. I pray you always to inform the office there that 
they will receive their pay here. 

Accept affectionate salutations. 

Thomas Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

Washington, July 12th, 1805. 
Dear Sir: — 

The polygraphs for Mr. Volney, Commodore Preble and 
the President's Secretary have been all received in good 
order and are found good. The portable one for myself is 
also received, and is approved in every respect except per- 
haps in one part, on which I have not had trial enough to 
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decide. It seems to copy the first 4 or 5 lines of the page 
with defects of nearly half the lines : sometimes however 
it has not done that. Being within two days of my depart- 
ure for Monticello I have packed it up, and am in hopes 
that a little use of it there will bring it to, or enable me to 
find some remedy for the defect. I enclose you a draught 
of the U. S. bank here on that in Philadelphia for 60 dol- 
lars in payment. Time permits me only to add my friendly 
salutations & assurances of great esteem and respect. 

Thomas Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

Washington, October 6th, 1805. 
Dear Sir: — 

Your favor of Sep. 14th was received in due time, and 
my small Polygraph continuing impracticable for the first 
half dozen lines, though perfect as to the rest, I have 
brought it on here to be forwarded to you for correction. 
Its size is perfect, and the best possible, not having a hair's 
breadth too much or too little. I should prefer however 
the double spring for holding the paper in place, as more 
convenient. You will also perceive that one of tbe pen 
cases has exfoliated so as not to hold the nib well. I will 
pray you to make the writing machinery perfect, that con- 
stituting the comfort of the machine. As Capt. Elwood is 
expected here in a day or two, and is careful, I will send it 
by him. 

I am thankful to Mr. Hawkins for being mindful of me 
and sending me one of his portable polygraphs, though I 
doubt the possibility of making the whole pen as convenient 
as the movable point, from the difficulties of adjusting a 
screw to it, and of leaving the pens in the inkholder when the 
machine is shut up, yet I adhere to the scripture maxim of 
"proving all things and holding fast to that which is 
good." I shall therefore be glad to see Mr. Hawkins' new 
contrivance. 

I arrived here two days ago, and found the articles 
which had been forwarded by Captain Lewis. There is a 
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box of minerals which he particularly desired should go to 
the Philosophical Society. There are some articles which I 
shall keep for an Indian Hall I am forming at Monticello, 
e. g. horns, dressed skins, utensils etc. and I am now pack- 
ing up for you the following articles : — 

2 skins of the white hare 

2 skeletons of Do 

A skeleton of the small or burrowing wolf of the prai- 
ries 

A male & female Blaiveau or burrowing dog of the prai- 
ries with the skeleton of the female. 

13 red fox skins 

Skins of the male & female antelope with their skeletons 

2 skins of the burrowing squirrel of the prairies 

A living burrowing squirrel of the prairies 

A living Magpie 

A dead one preserved. These are the descriptive words 
of Capt. Lewis: — The Blaiveau is the badger; it is the 
first time it has been found out of Europe ; the burrowing 
squirrel is a species of Marmotte. 

I have some doubts whether Capt. Lewis has not mis- 
taken the roe for the antelope, because I have received 
from him a pair of horns which I am confident are of the 
Roe (though I never before supposed the animal to be in 
America) and no antelope horns came. These you know 
are hollow, annulated and single. Those of the roe are 
bony, solid and branching. I hope you will have the 
skeletons well examined to settle this point. You will re- 
ceive them in great disorder as they came here, having 
been unpacked in several places on the road, & unpacked 
again here before I returned, so they have probably gotten 
mixed. Capt. Carmack who sets out for Philadelphia 3 or 
4 days hence will take charge of the bag of skins & the 
marmot. T am much afraid of the season of torpidity 
coming on him before you get him ; he is a most harmless 
& tame creature. You will do well to watch Capt. Car- 
mack's arrival at the stage oflice, that no risks from curi- 
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osity may happen to him between his arrival & your getting 
him. The other articles shall all go by Capt. Elwood. 
Accept affectionate salutations. 

Thomas Jefferson. 



Washington, October 9th, 1805. 
Dear Sir : — 

Capt. Cormac's departure is deferred, and Capt. Elwood 
not yet arrived, of course I cannot yet announce to you the 
departure of any of the objects destined for you. By the 
former will go the marmotte and a bag of skins : by the 
latter a large box of skins, skeletons and horns for you, a 
small box of minerals for the P. Society, a cage with a 
magpie and a box with the Polygraph. When I wrote you 
on the 6th I had not examined the box containing the 
skins & skeletons of the antelope, which was then in a situ- 
ation difficult to come at, and having seen no antelope 
horns, I had too hastily supposed those of the roe belonged 
to the skins & skeletons called antelopes. On examining 
these I found the bony prominence to the cranium on 
which the horn is fixed, & afterwards 2 pr. of the horns 
themselves. These sufficiently prove that the animal is of 
the antelope family & of the chamois branch of it. This is 
strengthened by the dressed skin which is softer, and 
stronger in its texture than any chamois I have seen. I 
have put a pair of horns into the box for you. I have also 
put into it a pair of the horns of the unknown ram. 
Judging from these alone I should suppose the animal to 
be a variety of the Ovis Ammon of Linnaeus the Moufflon 
of the French. The pair of horns which I retain have the 
bony prominence of the skull left in them ; with this they 
weigh each 6-1/2 lbs. The new animals therefore for 
which we are already indebted to Capt. Lewis are 1 the 
Ovis Ammon, 2 the black tailed deer, 3 the Roe, 4 the 
Badger, 5 the Marmotte, 6 the Red fox qu ? 7 the white 
weasel qu ? 8 the Magpie, 9 the Prairie Hen. This last did 
not come. I am told it resembles the guinea hen. He 
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speaks also of a burrowing wolf, a brown or yellow bear, a 
Loup-cervier, tbe skins of wbicb not having come we know 
not what they are. Accept affectionate salutations. 

Thomas Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

Washington, October 21st, 1805. 
Dear Sir: — 

The day before yesterday I sent to Alexandria 

1. A large box containing skins, skeletons & horns. 

1 small box containing the Polygraph. 

1 Do with minerals for the Phil. Society to be presented 
in Oapt. Lewis's name. 

A cage with a living magpie. 

These were delivered to Capt. Elwood as you will see by 
the enclosed receipt and the freight paid. He promised he 
would sail yesterday and I hope you will receive them in 
good order. The undressed skins arrived here full of 
worms. I fear you will be puzzled to put them into form. 

Accept friendly salutations. 

Thomas Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

Washington, January 1st, 1806. 
Dear Sir : — 

I received your letter of November 28th and the appa- 
ratus for carrying Mr. Hawkins' pen case, but I have tried 
an expedient which I think is better, that is to make the 
movable pen case longer that it may receive a longer nib 
and have more spring. They hold the nib as firmly as 
possible, and they unite the advantages of your adjusting 
screw, and the being left in the ink holder while the Poly- 
graph is shut up ; the last two advantages are indispensible 
with me. I send you a model of the case and of the nibs. 

I think I sent you Capt. Lewis' original catalogue of the 
articles he had forwarded to me. I retained no copy of it, 
and having occasion to turn to it would thank you for it. 

We have to make up some presents for Tripoli, & being 
desirous to compose it as much as we can of things rare, 
vol. xxviii. — 20 
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the produce of our own country, I propose to make the 
Polygraph an article. We want three of them, one for the 
Bey, one for his Secretary of State and one for the Ambas- 
sador here, but they must be entirely mounted in silver ; 
that is to say everything which is brass in your ordinary 
ones, must be of silver. Each polygraph should also be put 
into a neat strong packing ease with hinges lock and key, 
but above all things I would wish you not only to have every 
thing solidly made, but also to try each of them yourself 
and see that they write in perfection, because in Tripoli 
they have no artist who can put them to rights. They are 
to be addressed to the Secretary of State here, & the bills 
sent to him for payment. Accept my friendly salutations & 

assurances of great esteem. 

Thos. Jefferson. 

P.S. Fix pen cases like the one I send; a quill makes 2 
nibs, or if large 4. The mahogany inkstands as well as out 
should be fine, perhaps solid instead of veneered. 

Mk. Peale. 

Washington, June 19th, 1806. 
Dear Sir: — 

I am persuaded I shall be pleased with Mr. Hawkins' 
portable Polygraph, because of its small size, and its simpli- 
fication by omitting one of the horizontal parallelograms, the 
stays or suspenders, & probably the vertical parallelograms & 
gallows, for I see no use for the last two if the suspender be 
omitted. The pencases I shall be able to have arranged to 
my mind by an excellent workman here. I should have 
better liked it as an exchange for the portable one I have, 
two being unnecessary, & having already indulged myself 
considerably in this favorite machine; and still indeed 
having to call for one for a friend who has sent me a 
present, which as I cannot reject, I must make a counter- 
present. However your affairs and Mr. Hawkins' being in 
no wise blended, be so good as to inform me of the price 
I must remit him for this, and send the machine to me by 
the stage. Inform me also if you please, of the addition 
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which would be made to the price of the one which I have 
to call for for my friend, by having the pen-arms and pen- 
cases of silver. 

Filing away your letter of the 12th inst. presented to my 
view that of Apr. 5th, which I had received a little before 
my departure for Monticello, had inadvertently omitted to 
take with me for answer, & therefore has laid unobserved till 
this accident brings it under my eye. I therefore now return 
you the drawing it had covered for my inspection, and which 
seems to be admirably done : and I add, in answer to another 
part of the same letter, that I shall cheerfully contribute my 
mite to your Academy of fine arts by enclosing you 50D. 
at my next pay-day (early in July) as I devote one day in 
every month to the expediting & adjusting all my pecuniary 
concerns. Accept my friendly salutations & best wishes. 

Thomas Jefferson. 

C. W. Peale, Esq. 

Washington, June 27th, 1806. 
Dear Sir : — 

Yours of the 22nd is received, and at the same time Mr. 
Hawkins' small polygraph, with which indeed I am charmed 
on account of its small size. The drawing the paper up to 
the pen is a beautiful contrivance, & I do not see why it 
might not be used in all the Polygraphs to reduce their size. 
I shall have the improvement of screw-pencases &c. put to this 
of Mr. Hawkins ; but I find your idea excellent « of moving 
the inkpots nearer to the paper, by means of moving paral- 
lels, bringing them as low as the catch or lock that fastens 
the paper.' In truth the dip of the pen in Mr. Hawkins is 
very uneasy & strains the machinery. I presume your 
moving parallels for the inkpots will be in brass. Can you 
not then send me a set which I may screw on here ? I 
should be very glad to obtain that convenience. 

If I judge rightly from your letter, you can add Mr. Haw- 
kins' sliding apparatus to the Polygraphs already made. If 
so I shall very likely send you my small one from Monti- 
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cello to reform. It will be near a month however before I 
go there. I salute you with friendship and respect. 

Thomas Jefferson. 
Mr. Peale. 

Size of the ink 
pot in the small 
portable Poly- 
graph of Mr. Haw- 
kins. 

Washington, November 22nd, 1806. 
Dear Sir: — 

I received your letter of July 2nd in due time, and soon 
after that the apparatus for making the inkpots in Mr. Haw- 
kins' polygraph movable, so as to render the dip easy, but 
in the meantime I had thought of a contrivance which I had 
executed at Monticello, and which a three months use has 
proved to be as perfect as it is simple. Each inkpot is set 
in a square saucer of very thin brass 1/4 Inch deep, from one 
corner of which, (the left front corner) projects an ear 

through which and the wood a rivet passes thus : A I 

when turned out it is thus { j 

a quarter of a turn brings the inkpot out by its whole diam- 
eter, which makes the dip perfectly easy. "WTien done, you 
push it back again and shut up the machine. 

I formerly troubled you with the small polygraph you 
made for me in order to get its parallels rectified, because 
from some cause which I cannot discover the half dozen 
lines at the top of the copy are an illegible scribble, while 
in every other part of the page it performs perfectly well. 
It still has that defect as you will perceive by writing half a 
dozen lines at the top of the paper in a small light charac- 
ter. Its size is so exactly what I prefer, that if I could get 
this defect removed, I should value it more than anyone I 
have ever tried. But I apprehend some defect in the par- 
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allele so radical as to admit of no amendment but by a new 
set, the expense of which I will gladly incur, and therefore 
send it to you by the stage. I by no means wish to have a 
sliding plate put into it on Mr. Hawkins' plan; because 
where the size is such as to permit a command of the whole 
page, it is much better as this is. I shall also be glad to 
have silver penarms and pen cases put to it, but with the 
adjusting screw without which all these instruments are use- 
less to me. I was obliged to have them put to the small 
polygraph which Mr. Hawkins sent me, and with which 
this letter is written. As soon as you shall at your own 
convenience have rectified this machine, be so good as to 
return it by the stage with the cost of alteration and it shall 
be remitted. 

I have a shade in profile of a very dear friend deceased 
(Judge Dyke) whose portrait was never taken. It is a com- 
plete whole length of about 6 or 8 in. length. Does your art 
afford any means of copying it exactly and at the same time 
giving it such tints, by Indian ink or otherwise as would 
make it more worthy of preservation. My idea is that per- 
haps it could be made to wear the appearance of a print, 
exhibiting like that the muscles, features etc., but perhaps 
that could not be done by guess so as to preserve the resem- 
blance. 

Accept my friendly salutations and assurances of great 

esteem. 

Thomas Jefferson. 

Washington, December 21st, 1806. 
Dear Sir: — 

I have safely received my Polygraph, with which I am 
now writing, and find it to answer well everywhere except 
a small place in the K". "W. corner, which is of little con- 
sequence. In fact none of them probably can be perfect in 
every point of the whole field which their dimensions can 
cover. I now enclose you the 10D. for the silver pens, & 
am sorry you did not enable me to judge of the cost of the 
new machinery & other trouble, which I meant always &. 
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wished to pay. If you will do this in your next letter it 
shall be immediately remitted, together with whatever is 
due for the profile of my friend Mr. Dythe. Altho' shewing 
rather too fleshy a face, yet it is well like him, & far more 
valuable than the black original. I do not wonder at your 
not making money by the Polygraphs when you do so 
much about them for nothing. I expect Capt. Lewis here 
today or tomorrow. I presume that after a while he will 
go on to Philadelphia and carry some of his new acquisi- 
tions. Having proposed to Congress the subject of a Na- 
tional University, should they come into it it will be no 
small part of the gratification I shall receive from it, that 
the means will be furnished of making your Museum a 
national establishment. Accept my friendly salutations & 
assurances of great esteem. 

Thos. Jefferson. 
Mr. Peale. 

Washington, February 12th, 1807. 
Dear Sir: — 

Nothing would be wanting to fill up the measure of dis- 
satisfaction with my present situation, but to see my friends 
adopt a stile of formality & distance towards me. Be as- 
sured that your communications are always welcome, & the 
more so when the most frank. I shall make a proper 
use of that in your letter received last night. I will thank 
you to procure for me a pair of the inkholders of 3/4 in. 
square, and another of those 1 inch square which you are 
so kind as to mention as now to be had in Philadelphia, 
and note their cost, which I will find the means of re- 
placing. I presume Capt. Lewis will leave this about the 
close of the session of Congress. Accept my friendly 
salutations and assurances of great esteem and respect. 

Thos. Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

Washington, March 29th, 1807. 
Dear Sir : — 

Tour favor of the 12th is duly received, and I have no 
doubt the idea you suggest is perfectly sound that the 
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glasses of spectacles should perfectly accord with one 
another. The surfaces of every lens for a spectacle should 
be a portion of that of a sphere, and not only should the 
two convexities correspond in position, but also with the 
lines of vision from the two eyes. My improvements in 
spectacles have been trifling, being confined merely to size 
and form. I have adopted Dr. Franklin's plan of half 
glasses of different focal distances with great advantage. I 
shall leave this place within a week for Monticello. Cap- 
tain Lewis will set out about the same time for Philadelphia. 
By him I will send the small reimbursement of $2.05 for 
the inkholders. Accept affectionate salutations. 

Thos. Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

Monticello, Sept. 24th, 1807. 
Dear Sir: — 

I am to return you a thousand & a thousand thanks for 
your letter of Aug. 30th & particularly your kind offer to 
receive my grandson into your family. I consider him as 
thereby placed in the best school of morality & good habits 
which could have been found for him, & secured against the 
only fears we entertained for him in your city. On the 
subject of his habits & dispositions, they are exactly what 
you would wish, and as to wine, which you particularly 
mention, he never sees a drop but on the Sundays on wbich 
he visits me. It was much the wish both ot Mr. Randolph 
& myself that he should have gone to Philadelphia this 
autumn, & it had been decided on, but Mr. Ogilvie his pres- 
ent tutor has been so earnest in his entreaties to keep him 
another year that it has been consented to, in the expectation 
that he will in the course of it, so improve his foundation 
in Latin & French (which are not sufficient) that he will be 
able to profit more then of the advantages offered by Phila- 
delphia. I enclose you the letter of Mr. Ogilvie which over- 
came our wishes, as it may strengthen the assurances which 
I had given as to the dispositions of my grandson. Have 
you heard of the newly invented Stylograph? I know 
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nothing of it but what is contained in the inclosed paper, 
which I will thank you to return me. A friend has been so 
kind as to send me one of the machines which I have not 
yet seen, but shall meet it at Washington on the 3rd prox. 
I thank you for dressing the Argali head for me. I have 
not yet received it, but may expect it soon. I salute you 
with great friendship and respect. 

Thos. Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

Washington, October 5th, 1807. 
Dear Sir : — 

I received last night yours of the 2nd. On my arrival 
here on the 3rd I found the Stylograph with which I now 
write. You have rightly conjectured its principle. The 
impression both on the missive & copy retained is from a 
paper blacked on both sides, perhaps with coal, as they call 
it carbonated paper. The method is so new to me that I 
am as yet awkward with it. It is not pleasant in its use, 
and I think will not take the place of the Polygraph. 
Where I want but one copy, which is 99 times in an hundred, 
I shall use the Polygraph, and reserve the Stylograph for 
cases where more than one copy is wanting, tho I have not 
yet tried it in that way. The style I now write with is of 
glass brought to a point like a pencil. I enclose you de- 
scriptions of the apparatus, & put together on leaves in the 
order arranged when used. I send you also a specimen of 
the duplicate paper & of the copy it retains. 

I salute you with great and affectionate esteem. 

Thos. Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

Written with the Stylograph. 

Washington, November 5th, 1807. 
Dear Sir : — 

I have received from Captain Pike two cubs of the Grisly 
bear taken on the Rio Bravo. They were taken when too 
young to eat without being fed, have been ever since with 
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the men on their journey, generally at large in their camp 
and perfectly gentle. They are now in a cage and appear 
quite good humored. They are male and female. They 
would certainly be more in the way of extending informa- 
tion if exhibited in your Museum to its numerous visitors. 
If they would be acceptable to you I would send them on 
by the first vessel. Capt. Hand is either here now or hourly 
expected, so that if you could determine me by the return 
of post, affirmatively, they might go in his vessel. They 
are fed almost entirely on Indian bread. Further trial of 
the Stylograph convinces me it can never take the place of 
the Polygraph but with travelers, as it is so much more 
portable. The fetid smell of the copying paper would 
render a room pestiferous if filled with presses of such 
papers. I salute you affectionately. 

Thos. Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

Washington, January 6th, 1808. 
Dear Sir: — 

The bears went from this place in good health about a 
fortnight ago, and I hope are with you by this time. This 
is the first moment I have had as much leisure as to notify 
you of it. They were in a cage which they had out-grown, 
& suffered a little for it. I had them in larger quarters till 
their departure. They are perfectly gentle knowing no 
other benefactor than man from the time of their birth. I 
salute you with great friendship. 

Thos. Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

Washington, February 6th, 1808. 
Dear Sir: — 

I enclose you Capt. Pike's account of the two bears. I 
put them together while here in a place 10 f. square. For 
the first day they worried one another very much with 
play, but after that they played at times but were extremely 
happy together. "When separated & put into their small 
cage again, one became almost furious, indeed one is much 
crosser than the other, but I do not think they have any 
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idea of hurting any one. They know no benefactor but 
man. I salute you with affection & respect. 

Thos. Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

Monticello, August 24th, 1808. 
Dear Sir: — 

It was the wish of Mr. Randolph and myself the last 
summer to send his son T. Jefferson Randolph to Philadel- 
phia to attend lectures in those branches of science which 
cannot be so advantageously taught anywhere else in 
America. These are Natural History with the advantage 
of your Museum, botany aided by Mr. Hamilton's Garden, 
and Anatomy with the benefit of actual dissections. We 
did not propose he should stay to learn there what can be 
as well learnt in other places, because we do not suppose 
city-habits are those which make people either the happiest 
or most useful who are to live in the country. We mean 
therefore that he shall pass but one season there. I wrote 
on this subject to Doctors Wistar & Barton, and from the 
former I learned that you would be so kind as to take Jef- 
ferson as a boarder in your family, which you afterwards 
confirmed to me yourself in a letter. But we were con- 
strained to defer our purpose a year, by the earnest solicita- 
tions of Mr. Ogilvie, his tutor, who was anxious in the ex- 
treme to keep him another year. I now propose to carry 
him on with me the first of October to Washington, from 
thence he will go on to Philadelphia, in the hope that he 
will find you still in the friendly disposition to receive him. 
Certainly in your house I shall consider him as safe mor- 
ally & physically as in the house of his own father ; and I 
believe I can answer to you for regular orderly & docile 
conduct on his part. His character & dispositions I will 
pray you to ask from Mr. Ogilvie his late tutor who either 
is or soon will be with you to make some stay, as he has 
had better opportunities than myself of knowing his char- 
acter intimately. My wish will be that he shall be solely 
occupied with his studies, not that he should be at all im- 
mersed in the society, & still less in the amusements & 
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other abstractions of the place. He is still of the age 
(about 15) accustomed to restraint, & being extremely good 
humored, is quite pliant to advice. Having been at home 
3 or 4 months I have feared he was becoming less eager in 
study than he had been, and acquiring a disposition to in- 
dolence. I hope this will be quickly overcome by the in- 
teresting views of science which will be presented to his 
mind. I trouble you with this detail at present in order to 
renew the expressions of my wishes that you may still find 
it convenient to receive him, and that he might not come 
upon you unexpectedly, & without time to notify me, if any 
circumstance, for our misfortune, should have rendered it 
less convenient for you now than it would have been the 
last year. In this case great as my regret would be, I 
would certainly not propose to encroach on your conven- 
ience. I salute you with constant attachment & respect. 

Thos. Jefferson. 

Mb. Peale. 

Washington, October 12th, 1808. 
Dear Sir : — 

My grandson, Thos. Jefferson Randolph is now here, and 
will leave this place so as to be in Philadelphia on Tuesday 
the 18th, He will immediately repair to the quarters you 
are so kind as to offer him. I have arranged with his father 
to supply all his expenses, except for clothes and pocket 
money. These were excepted merely because, although I 
have entire confidence in his prudence and governableness, 
yet in case the temptations of the place should get the bet- 
ter of his resolution, I thought he would more readily ac- 
quiesce in the restraints dictated by a father. I take the 
liberty therefore of enclosing you a draught on the bank of 
the U. S. for 100D. as a deposit for his expenses, which I 
hope you will be so good as to dispense for him. He is to 
attend immediately the lectures in Anatomy, Natural His- 
tory & Surgery. The ticket for the 1st is 20D, for the 2nd 
$12.00, & the 3rd 10D, in all 42D, and he will have imme- 
diate occasion to buy Bell's Anatomy, which will perhaps 
cost 12 or 15D. I will take care to renew his fund the first 
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week of every month regularly. He will commence with the 
Professor of Botany in April. "We propose him to finish 
with that so that he will stay with you only to the last of 
June. I very much flatter myself you will find him a hope- 
ful and amiable subject. 

I shall certainly be glad to avail myself of your improve- 
ment in the pen bar of the polygraph, but I cannot spare 
mine till I leave this in March. I will then send it to you, 
& the rather as it will not copy at all the upper half dozen 
lines of the page. I am obliged to begin by placing my 
paper half way down. Perhaps you may be able to help 
this. I find the Stylograph useful on the road, because it 
takes no more room than an 8 vo. pamphlet ; but entirely 
inconvenient and disagreeable for the general use of the 
Study. I salute you with affectionate respect. 

Thos. Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

November 15th, 1808. 
Dear Sir: — 

Your favor of the 14th received. The circumstance 
which has guided us in fixing on the subjects of study for 
our grandson has been the exclusive possession of Philadel- 
phia of your Museum, the anatomical dissections, & Mr. 
Hamilton's garden, and the surgical operations at the hos- 
pital. I thought these would fill up his whole time ; but as 
it is thought they will leave him time to attend the chemi- 
cal lectures also I would have him do it. It is not the ex- 
pense of money but of time I attend to, as he has but one 
season to stay in Philadelphia. I press him much after 
hearing a lecture to commit it to writing in substance. I 
deprecate his getting into company lest this should be neg- 
lected. The less he goes out the better. Since you are so 
kind as to propose to send me a polygraph to use, that I 
may forward mine to you, I will thankfully accept of it. 
Mine is become so troublesome and unmanageable that I 
am at times almost tempted to throw it by. I send you the 
copy made of this letter by which you may judge. To 
write the first line legibly requires a change of point to 3/4 
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of an inch in one of the pens, and in every line it is re- 
quired to touch the adjusting screw two or three times to 
copy the whole line legibly. Tou will be so good as to put 
to it the improvement in the pen arm which you mentioned 
if on longer experience you have found it best. Mr. Gil- 
pin's improvement would not be of avail to me. I congrat^ 
ulate you on the return of your son, and doubt not his 
improvements to have been satisfactory to you as well as 
himself. I salute you with esteem. 

Thos. Jefferson. 

Washington, January 15th, 1809. 
Dear Sir: — 

I take up my pen to inform you that the box with the 
vase & bridle bit arrived safely last night, & to save the 
trouble of the search you propose to make in yours of the 
10th you therein say that ' when my Polygraph is done you 
shall leave it to my choice to take either one or the other.' 
This, my dear Sir, will be putting my delicacy to severe 
trial. I find the one I am now writing with, in size, in 
accommodations, & in goodness, everything I could wish. 
About to retire to a situation where I shall have no chance 
of getting one rectified which gets amiss, it is all important 
to have a sound one. The use of the polygraph has spoiled 
me for the old copying-press, the copies of which are hardly 
ever legible, and as to the Stylograph, besides the disagree- 
ableness of writing with a hard point on a hard surface, the 
smell of the paper is so fetid, that one could not stay in a 
room where there was much of it. I could not now there- 
fore, live without the Polygraph. In such a situation noth- 
ing could withhold my preference of the one I am now 
writing with, but the apprehension that you had a personal 
attachment to it to which no difference of price for repairs 
or alterations &c would be equivalent, to such a considera- 
tion certainly everything on my part would yield at once. 
I have lately seen Molina's account of Chili, in which, cor- 
recting Buffon's classification of the wooly animals, he 
speaks of one, the Chilihueco, or Chili Sheep, which may 
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possibly be the same witb the fleecy goat of Gov. Lewis. 
I salute you with affection & respect. 

Thos. Jefferson. 
Mr. Peale. 

Washington, March 10th, 1809. 
My Dear Sir : — 

Being just on the eve of my departure for Monticello I 
must write you a short letter returning you a thousand 
thanks for the portrait of my grandson, which is indeed 
inimitably done. I do not know whether age impairs the 
faculties of your art, but I am sure it would do honor to 
any period of life. It will be a treasure to his parents, and 
not less so to me. As he wished to see them & had a 
month to spare, he sat out two or three days ago for Monti- 
cello; and will be with you again before the commence- 
ment of the botanical lectures. I now enclose you an order 
of the bank of the U. S. here on that at Philadelphia for 
an hundred & fifty dollars, which I imagine will carry 
him through that course of lecture, when he will return 
home. I believe you never ramble for the purposes of look- 
ing out subjects for your Museum. "Were a ramble to lead 
you to Monticello, we should all receive you with open 
arms & hearts. God bless you & give you many & happy 

years. 

Thos. Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

Monticello, May 5th, 1809. 
Dear Sir: — 

Your favor of April 3rd came to hand on the 23rd of 
April. I have no doubt that the marked differences be- 
tween the elephant & our colossal animal entitle him 
to a distinct appellation. One of those differences, & a 
striking one, is in the protuberances on the grinding surface 
of the teeth, somewhat in the shape of the mamma mastos, 
or breast of a woman, which has induced Cuvier to call it 
the Mastodonte, or bubby-toothed; which name perhaps 
may be as good as any other, & worthy of adoption, as it is 
more important that all should agree in giving the same 
name to the same thing, than that it should be the very 
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best which, might be given. I am afraid we shall lose Mr. 
Rembrandt Peale as we have lost all our great painters 
because we are not rich enough to bid against other nations 
for their services. I have communicated to my grandson 
our consent to his attending Mr. Godon's lectures in miner- 
alogy till the botanical course ends, after which he is to 
return home. I am totally occupied without doors, & en- 
joying a species of happiness I never before knew, that of 
doing whatever hits the humor of the moment without 
responsibility or injury to any one. Letter writing having 
ceased to be a business, is very much neglected, and the 
exercises of the farm & garden engross nearly my whole 
time. I salute you with constant affection & respect. 

Tfios. Jefferson. 
Mr. Peale. 

Mcwticello, August 22nd, 1809. 
Dear Sir: — 

I have been for sometime endeavoring to procure bills of 
some bank in Philadelphia to enable me to remit you the 
balance of $49. 5-1/2 due you on account of my grandson. 
Finding there is little hope of this, I have this day enclosed 
to my friend Mr. Barnes of Georgetown, bills of that place, 
and prayed him to exchange them for a draught of the 
Washington bank on that of the U. S. at Philadelphia in 
your favor, which you will probably receive a day or two 
after the receipt of this. I have now to thank you for all 
your kindnesses and those of your family to my grandson ; 
and at the same time to convey to you the expressions ot 
his gratitude and affectionate remembrance. He speaks of 
yourself, Mrs. Peale & the family always as of his own 
parents & family. He waits until the frosts set in to go into 
our lower country to commence his course of Mathematics 
& Natural Philosophy. I cannot describe to you the hope 
& comfort I derive from his good dispositions & understand- 
ing. Ever affectionately yours, 

Thos. Jefferson. 

Mr. Peale. 

(To be continued.) 



